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1. Our Mission Statement   

Our mission is to provide a balanced vocational, academic and personal education to students with 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, engaging them in learning, inspiring them to achieve, and 

nurturing them to become successful adults.  

  

2. Context and rationale  

  

Future Education is an Independent Special School which works with boys and girls aged 13-16 who 

have experienced difficulties in accessing mainstream education and who may have been excluded. 

All students require specialist teaching, facilities, resources and adult support.   

  

Students in the school have learning difficulties which cover a wide range of needs and are likely to 

need support in all areas of the curriculum. Many of our students have difficulties with communication 

and extreme or unsafe behaviour which impacts on their learning and the way in which they engage.    

  

All students have Education Health & Care Plans (EHCPs), and almost all have medical conditions 

such as anxiety, depression, agoraphobia, foetal alcohol syndrome, oppositional defiant disorder, and 

autistic spectrum disorders. Some students are Looked After Children.  

  

A high proportion of students have significant histories of childhood trauma and/or abuse and have 

often been out of education for long periods prior to enrolment (sometimes years). Students therefore 

require a caring and therapeutic approach to education in order to re-engage with learning and build 

resilience.   

  

 All students are assessed on entry and where gaps in learning are identified support plans are created 

to address the individual learning needs of each student. The curriculum is designed to promote 

individualised programmes of study.   

  

As an independent school, we are required to deliver a broad and balanced curriculum. We have 

created clear progression routes for students with varied academic ability.   

  

Due to diagnosed medical conditions some students find it difficult to attend school regularly. For 

these students, the curriculum is planned and adapted to achieve re-integration in learning and regular 

attendance in school. The curriculum may be delivered, by agreement and on a time-limited basis, by 

Outreach Staff, E-learning or build-up timetables to achieve this.  

  

Students often find change, social interaction and some sensory experiences challenging, and this 

consistently has an impact on learning. The timetable may change during a day to accommodate the 

needs and behaviours of an individual student.  

  

     

  

  



  
 

  

  

  

3. Values and Ethos  

  

Future Education is committed to putting the needs of our students at the heart of our curriculum. We 

believe in providing a nurturing and supportive environment where students with diverse needs can 

re-engage with learning.   

  

We recognise that how students learn is as important as what students learn. We believe that only 

through meaningful relationships of trust and understanding can we help students develop the 

wellbeing and confidence to learn and grow.  

   

  

4. Aims  

  

The aim of our curriculum is that students:  

   

1. Become successful learners who value their achievements and reach their full potential.  

2. Are able to recognise and make positive, safe life choices.  
  

The curriculum therefore is intended to:  

  

• Promote re-engagement in education    

• Provide a broad and balanced education for all students   

• Be flexible to meet the diverse needs of students through learning pathways  

• Build on existing knowledge, skills and understanding   

• Challenge students to achieve their potential  

• Reflect the multi-cultural nature of society and build on British Values  

• Inspire learning through Cultural Capital.  
• Develop confidence, respect, and wellbeing  

• Enable students to remain healthy and safe from abuse, criminality, radicalisation and 

extremism  

• Prepare students for the next steps in their journey  

  

  

5. The Curriculum.  

  

The curriculum is the whole learning experience offered by the school which has been approved by 

the governing body. Our curriculum meets the requirements of the Independent School Standards 

paragraph 2 (2) (a) by ensuring that students experience the following types of education:  

  

• Linguistic (listening, speaking, reading and writing)  

• Mathematical  

• Scientific (practical sessions taught within Science)  

• Technological (digital skills and use of technology to support everyday life)  

• Human & Social (interaction with their environment, geography)  

• Physical (developing control, co-ordination, performance, health, fitness)  

• Aesthetic & Creative (art, media and music)  

  



  
 

The curriculum is designed to ensure that all students have access to English and Maths as a 

mechanism to develop core literacy and numeracy skills in addition to Science, Humanities, PHSE, 

Art, ICT, Media. Physical health is delivered one afternoon a week providing students with a carousel 

of sporting activities such as boxing, badminton, fishing, gym, football and personal training.   

   

  

Alternative provision is sought where students identify particular interests in order to engage and 

develop a love of learning (cultural capital). Alternative provision provides the school with flexibility to 

meet student needs and aspirations through the commissioning of specialist training providers.   

  

Alternative provision is an important aspect of building skills and knowledge for adulthood, for 

example; building communication skills, practical skills, teamwork skills, deepening knowledge in 

enterprise, employability, personal safety, and money management.   

  

All subjects are accredited wherever possible to recognise student achievement.   

  

  

6.  Planning and Schemes of Work (SOW) (See Appendix 1)  

  

Schemes of work provide teachers with a clear plan both long term and short term. Other documents 

that support the SOW include curriculum overviews and cross curricular plans, Student Support Plans 

and Marking Grids. All schemes of work will include:  

  

• objectives for learning within each topic, highlighting the knowledge and skills students are 

expected to develop  

• methods of delivery  

• what resources will be used  

• what opportunities will be taken for assessing students’ learning and progress;  

• differentiated approaches  

  

It is the teacher’s role within the school, through implementing the school’s curriculum policies and 

practices, to ensure they provide a variety of relevant experiences for children in the classroom that 

serve to develop knowledge, skills and understanding and enable children to value themselves as 

learners. Teachers will use careful planning to deliver the curriculum through lessons and learning 

opportunities which are challenging, have pace, rigour and direction for all students, are informed by 

assessment, and enable good progress.   

  

  

7. Timetable  

  

The timetable for 2020/2021 has been written to offer our students a broad range of learning. Lessons 

are of a fifty minute duration, the rationale behind this is that out students need time to settle, engage 

in learning and reflect on their progress with the teacher.  

It is also important for our students to have consistency and time for engaging positively with each 

other and their form tutor. Morning and afternoon tutorials provide an opportunity for all students to 

discuss their individual needs with their tutor as defined in their support plan and achievement folder.  

Tutorial is a pastoral check-in at the beginning and end of the school day. See Appendix 2  



  
 

 

 

8. Assessment   
  

We assess students using several methods including standardised tests (BSKB) We use these 

assessments along with EHCPs to develop Support Plans for each student. This includes the 

student’s personalised targets which informs the delivery of the curriculum.   

  

Assessment is used to identify individual gaps in learning so that targeted interventions can be used 

to accelerate progress in key areas. We provide Speech and Language assessment and therapy and 

where needed, have access to Educational and Clinical psychologists (through the Apricot Centre) to 

provide assessment information to inform our planning and progress tracking.   

   

  

9. Therapeutic support  

  

The school integrates therapists within the day-to-day delivery of the curriculum; we offer Music 

Therapy, Art for wellbeing, and Speech and Language Therapy. These provide important insights to 

students’ barriers to learning so that adaptations and adjustments can be made to the curriculum to 

enable them to access learning. They also enable students to develop important coping mechanisms 

and to tackle tough issues in creative ways whilst learning.   

  

Our Therapy team work together to create our emotional literacy curriculum. Each year group is 

timetabled to have 2 sessions a week which explore the management of feelings and emotions 

through a range of strategies. These sessions are informed by the Boxall profiles of each student.  

  

Subject  ISS 2 (2)(a) type of education  Time allocation   

Music Therapy  Therapeutic  1 hour subject to referral  

Art for wellbeing   Therapeutic  1 hour subject to referral  

Speech  and  Language  

Therapy  

Therapeutic  1 hour subject to referral  

Emotional literacy session  Therapeutic  2 hours for all students.  

  

10.  English as an additional language  

  

Baseline assessments are undertaken to measure the language competence of students with English 

as an additional language. This includes speech and language assessments to develop bespoke 

plans to accelerate the development of English speaking and writing skills to ensure access to the 

wider curriculum.   

  

Plans can include additional support and adjustments such as: extra staff support in lesson, 

withdrawing students for 1-2-1 sessions to focus on basic language acquisition using appropriate EAL 

resources.  

  

  

11.  Recording of Learning and Reporting of Progress  

  

Assessment is designed to ensure that students are monitored, assessed and tracked to ensure 

progress is made.  The school uses a central student tracker (See appendix 3) to monitor each 



  
 

individual student’s progress and this is discussed at length by the whole team once a month. Class 

teachers are responsible for reviewing the overall progress and achievements of students and for 

maintaining the records in good order.    

  

Teachers provide students with detailed feedback on their work and progress both verbally and in 

writing using the school’s planning and marking grids (See Appendix 4). This ensures that students 

know what they have done well, and how to improve and make progress.  Student progress is reported 

to parents on a termly basis and includes targets for improvement.   

  

Written information is sent to parents as part of the EHCP Annual Review process. Parent meetings 

are held for all students as required and Parents are encouraged to engage with the school in 

discussing the student’s progress. Formal parent’s evenings are calendared throughout the year.  

   

12. Accreditation.  

  

All subjects are recognised with certification both formal and informal. See table below for awarding 

body. Accredited courses are continually under review and we seek to provide the best options 

possible to our students for supporting their continued development as learners.    

   

  

Core Curriculum Offer - Accreditation  

  

Subject Area  Qualification   Awarding Body  Levels   ISS 2 (2)(a) 

type of 

education  

English  

GCSE English 

Language  
IGCSE Cambridge  
National  

Foundation & 

Higher Tier  
Linguistic  

Functional Skills 

English  
Edexcel  E1; E2; E3; 

L1; L2  

Maths   

GCSE  

  

Edexcel  Foundation & 

Higher Tier  

Mathematical  Functional Skills  
Maths   

  

Edexcel  E1, E2, E3 L1 

L2  

Science  

GCSE   AQA   Foundation & 

Higher Tier  
Scientific  

Unit award scheme  Unit awards  

PHSE  
Unit award scheme  AQA  Unit awards  Human and  

Social  

Geography   

GCSE  OCR  

  

9-1  

  

Human and  
Social  

Entry Level 

Certificate   
OCR  

  
Entry level 1, 

2 or 3  

Unit award scheme  AQA  Unit awards  

Art  
GCSE  Edexcel  9-1  Aesthetic and 

creative  



  
 

Media   

Arts Award  Arts Mark  Discovery,  
Bronze,  
Silver and  
Gold  

Aesthetic and 

creative  

Unit award scheme   AQA  Unit award 

scheme  

History  

Entry Level 

Certificate   
OCR  

  

Entry level 1, 

2 or 3  Human and  
Social  Unit award scheme  AQA  Unit awards  

PE  
Unit award  
Scheme  

AQA  Unit awards  
Physical  

  

  

13. Activities and Vocational learning electives  

  

As a Special School it is important for us that students have access to a range of vocational and 

activity learning opportunities. Each elective takes place on a Friday afternoon and students are able 

to choose what they participate in.  

  

  Qualification  Awarding Body  

Bike Project – practical and vocational 

learning through cycle restoration projects  

Unit award scheme  AQA  

Boxing – physical activity, risk management, 

engagement, healthy lifestyles  

Unit award scheme  AQA  

Sport/fitness – physical activity, risk 

management, healthy lifestyles  

Unit award scheme  AQA  

Cooking  –  home  living  skills  and  

independence, healthy lifestyles  

Unit award scheme  AQA  

Childcare – practical and vocational learning 

- Level 2 in Play and Early Years  

Unit award scheme Level 

2  
AQA  

Forest schools – practical and vocational 

learning - John Muir award: discover, explore, 

conserve, share   

John Muir award  

Discovery and explorer  

John Muir  

Fishing – practical learning and physical 

activity  

Angling  Trust  Cast  

Awards - Starter, level 1 

and level 2  

The Angling Trust  

Hair and Beauty – practical and vocational 

learning   

Unit Award Scheme  AQA  

Spanish – Practical and games-based 

approach to teaching Spanish.  

Unit Award Scheme  AQA  

Photography – practical and creative 

learning – GCSE (optional)  

Unit Award Scheme  AQA  

  

  

  

14. Equality Act 2010  

incorporate  



  
 

The curriculum is designed to learning related to the protected characteristics set out in the Equality 

Act 2010. These are:  

• age   

• disability   

• gender reassignment   

• marriage and civil partnership   

• pregnancy and maternity   

• race   

• religion or belief   

• sex   

• sexual orientation.   

  

In our planning we explicitly cover these characteristics primarily in both PSHE and SMSC/ British 

Values lessons. Where appropriate these are also covered in the wider school curriculum as identified 

in our cross curricular documents.  These approaches will deepen student understanding of these 

characteristics and encourage respect for those differences.   

  

15. Spiritual Moral Social and Cultural development   

  

At Future Education, we recognise that the personal development of students, spiritually, morally, 

socially and culturally plays a significant part in their ability to learn and achieve. We therefore aim to 

provide an education with inbuilt opportunities to explore and develop their own values and beliefs, 

spiritual awareness, high standards of personal behaviour, a positive caring attitude towards other 

people, an understanding of their social and cultural traditions and an appreciation of the diversity and 

richness of many cultures. This is embedded throughout all aspects of school life, and timetabled 

PSHE/SMSC lessons each week.  

   

  

16. Fundamental British Values   

  

We promote ‘British Values’ through our SMSC education which permeates through the school’s 

curriculum and supports the development of the ‘whole child’.  We recognise that such development 

is most successful when those values and attitudes are promoted by all the staff and provide a model 

of behaviour for our students.    

  

  

The fundamental principles of British life that we promote at Future Education include:  

• Democracy – delivered through school council and Wednesday SMSC Lesson   

• The rule of law – delivered through Wednesday SMSC Lesson and enrichment activities.   

• Individual liberty – delivered through Wednesday SMSC Lesson, PHSE and enrichment 

activities  

• Mutual respect, and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs delivered through 

Wednesday SMSC lesson. PHSE and enrichment activities.  

  

We deliver these through the aforementioned activities and others such as: student council elections, 

trips to democratic institutions, discussions and debates on democratic processes (e.g. during 

national or local elections), presentations and workshops from local public/voluntary sector agencies, 

exploration of themes of discrimination and exclusion, democratic approach to rules and sanctions in 

the school, question of the week activities and so on.   

  



  
 

FBV is also embedded within the curriculum and this can be evidenced in our cross curricular maps  

  

17. Personal, Social, Health, and Economic provision   

  

We teach PSHE as a discrete subject within weekly lessons.  Key topics may include but not limited 

to: SRE E-Safety, Preventing Radicalisation and Extremism, Anti-Bullying, Relationships, Staying 

Safe, Careers, Fundamental British Values, Enterprise and Employment, and Health.   

   

Future Education’s students are particularly vulnerable to gang violence and child criminal 

exploitation. We therefore work closely with the national charity St. Giles Trust to deliver County Lines 

workshops to students, raising awareness of the risks and implications of exploitation, contributing to 

the school’s established safeguarding approach.   

  

Opportunities are provided in tutorial time to discuss and reflect upon a wide range of values-led 

issues and incorporate our ‘Question of the week’ where students debate and discuss relevant 

subjects as a group.  

  

Students take an active part in running the school by joining the school council or taking a role in 

student leadership responsibilities.   

18. Careers and transition  

  

Careers Guidance remains at the centre of curriculum design and delivery by all staff members to 

ensure students are supported and inspired not only with their career planning but also to be spiritually 

reflective, independent and culturally aware individuals who will build resilience, confidence and 

awareness to pursue economic opportunities in their own community and beyond.  

  

The planning and provision of careers as part of the school’s SMSC and PSHE provision follows the 

8 Gatsby Benchmarks, and specifically ensure:  

• Career education and guidance is implemented across the curriculum through PSHE, 

enrichment and through careers leader interaction.  Students have access to bespoke local, 

national and extra-curricular engagement activities that support and shape preparation, 

selfawareness and economic independence.  

• An awareness of good quality future study options from a home and school perspective. 

Individual research can take place about inspirational career companies linked to subjects, 

vocations of interest, family employment and considering job vacancies  

• Staff make careers guidance available as a tool to refocus, inspire, motivate and develop 

stretch and challenge activities for young people at all stages of their career development  

• Students are exposed to relevant careers information in relation to the bespoke curriculum 

delivered at Future Education in relation to the Linguistic, Mathematical, Scientific, 

Technological, Human and Social, Physical, Aesthetic and Creative  

• Provision of safe and meaningful work experience opportunities for Year 10 and Year 11 

students through the Norfolk WEX careers package. For younger students training providers, 

awarding bodies, voluntary and community trips and activities are introduced to encourage 

thoughtful career planning and early learning of work place cultures and potential employment 

available within local communities and beyond  

• All students have impartial careers information, advice and guidance from a qualified careers 

professional. This allows reflective exploration and evaluation of personal and career status 

and the ability to plan and focus realistic targets to help cope with difficult home lives and low 

social capital  



  
 

  

19. Monitoring and Review  

  

Delivery of the curriculum is continuously monitored and reviewed. Learning walks and lesson 

observations, book scrutiny, governor visits, team meetings, support & supervisions and appraisal 

processes are used to monitor the implementation of the curriculum and the delivery teaching and 

learning within the school.    

  

The curriculum – and this policy – are reviewed regularly by senior leaders, and governors, with the 

input of staff at all levels. This is often undertaken in the spring and summer terms in order to 

accommodate the needs of new referrals for the next academic year, and to enable time for staff 

training, recruitment, and allocation/acquisition of teaching and learning resources before the start of 

the next academic year when any changes come into effect.   

  

  

  
  
  
  
  

Appendix 1- Scheme of Work template  
  

  

Week/  

Topic  

Learning 
objectives  

(By the end of 
the session  

learners will be 

able to...)  

  

Resources  

  

Activity / 

methodology   

  

Differentiation/  

Challenge  

  

  

Assessment (formative 

and summative)  

Week 1   

  
          

Notes:        

Week 2              

Notes:       

Week 3             

Notes:       

Week 4             

Notes:       

Week 5             

  
  
  
    



  
 

Appendix 2 – Whole School Timetable 20/21  

  

  
Period  

 

 
Monday  

 

 
Tuesday  

 

 
Wednesday  

 

Thursday  
 

Friday  
 

8.45-9.00  Tutorial  Tutorial  Tutorial  

 
9.00 – 9.55am (1)  

 

 
Wolves: English  
Foxes: Open - Tutor 

Kingfishers: Open - 

Tutor Dragonflies:  
Open- Tutor  
Bees: ICT  

 

 
Wolves: Art  
Foxes: Media  
Kingfishers: Science  
Dragonflies: English  
Bees: Maths  

 

 
Wolves: Geography  
Foxes: Science  
Kingfishers: Option 1  
Dragonflies: English  
Bees: Cooking  

 

Wolves: Maths  
Foxes: Open - Tutor  
Kingfishers: English  
Dragonflies: Science  
Bees: Media  

 

Wolves: ICT  
Foxes: Media  
Kingfishers: Maths  
Dragonflies: Option 2  
Bees: Art  

 

 
9.55 – 10.50am (2)  

 

 
Wolves: Geography  
Foxes: ICT  
Kingfishers: English  
Dragonflies: Maths  
Bees: Open - Tutor  

 

 
Wolves: Science  
Foxes: English  
Kingfishers: Maths  
Dragonflies: Option 1  
Bees: PSHE  

 

 
Wolves: Science  
Foxes: English  
Kingfishers: Option 2  
Dragonflies: ICT  
Bees: Cooking  

 

Wolves: English  
Foxes: Maths  
Kingfishers: Science  
Dragonflies: Media  
Bees: Humanities  

 

Wolves: Maths  
Foxes: Art  
Kingfishers: Open –  
Tutor  
Dragonflies: PSHE   
Bees: English  

 

 
10.50 – 11.05am   

 

 
Break  

 

 
Break  

 

 
Break  

 

Break  
 

Break  
 

 
11.05 – 12.00pm (3)  

 

 
Wolves: Maths  
Foxes: Geography  
Kingfishers: PSHE  
Dragonflies: Media  
Bees: English  

 

 
Wolves: PSHE  
Foxes: Art  
Kingfishers: Media   
Dragonflies: Maths  
Bees: Science  

 

 
Wolves: Art  
Foxes: Geography  
Kingfishers: Science  
Dragonflies: PSHE  
Bees: English  

 

Wolves: Science  
Foxes: PSHE  
Kingfishers: Media  
Dragonflies: English  
Bees: Maths  

 

Wolves: Open - Tutor  
Foxes: Maths  
Kingfishers: ICT   
Dragonflies: Option 1  
Bees: Open - Tutor  

 

 
12.00 – 12.30pm  

 

 
Lunch  

 

 
Lunch  

 

 
Lunch  

 

Lunch  
 

Lunch  
 

 
12.30 – 1.25pm (4)  

 

 
All School PE  

  

 

 
Wolves: English  
Foxes: Maths  
Kingfishers: Option 1  
Dragonflies: Science  
Bees: Humanities  

 

 
Wolves: Media  
Foxes: PSHE  
Kingfishers: English  
Dragonflies: Science  
Bees: Maths  

 

Wolves: PSHE  
Foxes: Science  
Kingfishers: Maths  
Dragonflies: Option 2  
Bees: Media  

 

All School Option 3  

 

 
1.25 – 2.20pm (5)  

 

 
All School PE  

  

 

 
Wolves: Open - Tutor  
Foxes: Science  
Kingfishers: PSHE  
Dragonflies: Maths  
Bees: Art  

 

 
All School SMSC with 

tutors  

 

Wolves: Media  
Foxes: English  
Kingfishers: Option 2  
Dragonflies: Open - 

Tutor Bees: Science  
 

All School Option 3  

 

2.20 – 2.30pm  Tutorial  Tutorial  Tutorial  

  

  
  
  
  

  

  
  
  
  
 

 



  
 

 

Appendix 3 - Student Tracker  

  

The Student tracker is updated on an ongoing basis by subject leads and is reviewed monthly to 
ensure that teaching and support staff remain fully informed on each student’s progress, behaviours 
and needs in order to adapt teaching and learning, individualised interventions/timetables, and the 
wider curriculum.  
  

Name:  DOB:  

Year 

Group:  LAC:  

CP CAT:  

PP:  EHCP:  

                     

              

  
 Week 1   Week 2  

Hours                    

Attendance                    

   Level  AA  Behaviour  Level  AA  Behaviour  

English                    

Maths                    

Science                    

PSHE                    

Art                    

Media                    

Geography                    

History              

RE              

Cooking              

PE              

SMSC/BV                    

FEX                    

 Therapy        

Merits:                    

  
     
Appendix 4 – Planning and Marking Grid  
  



  
 

Topic on Scheme of Work  
  

  

 

Learning Objective (Intent)  
  
  
  
  

 

What I will achieve by the end of the lesson(s) (Implementation)  

•  •   

•   
  

 

Teacher feedback (WWW)  
  
  
  
  
  

 

Student feedback:   

Excellent I worked 

hard and really 

challenged my 

learning.  

Good   OK  I did not 

complete the 

work that was 

set.  

I did not 

understand  

I need more 

practise  

            

Next Steps (EBI) (Impact)  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

  

  


